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Abstract

A smart grid is an innovative solution in electric power systems that enables energy efficiency,
renewable energy integration, and grid stability improvement. This study aims to analyze the impact of
smart grid implementation on energy efficiency, power loss, carbon emissions, and long-term economic
benefits. Based on simulation and analysis results, smart grid implementation can increase energy
efficiency by 20-30% compared to conventional power grid. In addition, power loss is significantly
reduced from 10% in a traditional grid to 5% in a smart grid, increasing energy distribution efficiency.
In terms of sustainability, the smart grid enables more optimal renewable energy integration, with solar
power contributing 45%, wind 35%, biomass 15%, and hydro 5%, thus helping to reduce carbon
emissions by up to 40% compared to conventional systems. From an economic perspective, cost-benefit
analysis shows that although the initial investment of a smart grid is relatively high, within 10 years of
implementation, this system can generate net economic benefits of 15-20% through energy savings and
operational efficiency. In addition, applying demand-side management strategies in smart grids helps
reduce peak load fluctuations by 25%, increases the reliability of the power system, and minimizes the
risk of blackouts. Thus, the results of this study indicate that smart grids are a solution that not only
improves the efficiency and stability of the power system but also supports environmental sustainability
and long-term economic growth.
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1. Introduction

In recent decades, increasing energy consumption in urban areas has become a significant concern on
global energy policies. With growing population and industrialization, greater energy demand has led
to a high dependence on fossil fuels, contributing to greenhouse gas emissions and climate change.
Many countries have turned to renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power to address these
challenges as a more sustainable solution. However, integrating renewable energy into conventional
electricity systems still faces various technical and operational challenges. In this context, smart grids
are a promising technology that can increase the utilization of renewable energy in urban areas.

Smart grids are modern electricity systems that utilize digital technology and automation to improve
electric power systems' efficiency, reliability, and sustainability (Gani et al., 2025; Maghfirah, Yusop,
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& Zulkifli, 2025; Rosdi, Maghfirah, Erdiwansyah, Syafrizal, & Muhibbuddin, 2025; Souza Junior &
Freitas, 2022). According to a study, smart grids enable more flexible management of renewable energy
sources by optimizing electricity distribution in real time (Ali, Elmarghany, Abdelsalam, Sabry, &
Hamed, 2022; Fitriyana, Rusiyanto, & Maawa, 2025; Muhibbuddin, Hamidi, & Fitriyana, 2025;
Rehman et al., 2021). In addition, this technology allows more accurate monitoring of energy
consumption and will enable users to adopt more efficient consumption patterns. Thus, smart grids can
solve the unstable energy supply problem in renewable energy-based systems (Ali et al., 2022;
Almardhiyah, Mahidin, Fauzi, Abnisa, & Kbhairil, 2025; Muhtadin, Rosdi, Faisal, Erdiwansyah, &
Mahyudin, 2025; Nizar, Muhibbuddin, & Maawa, 2025).

In addition, a study showed that smart grids can integrate various renewable energy sources better than
conventional electricity networks (Mwasilu, Justo, Kim, Do, & Jung, 2014; Pranoto, Rusiyanto, &
Fitriyana, 2025; Xiaoxia, Lin, & Salleh, 2025; Yana, Nelly, Radhiana, Hanum, & Mauliza, 2025). This
technology uses sensors and artificial intelligence (Al) algorithms to manage electricity loads and
balance energy demand and supply (Erdiwansyah, Gani, Desvita, et al., 2024; Igbal, Rosdi, Muhtadin,
Erdiwansyah, & Faisal, 2025; Wang, Wang, Bhandari, & Cheng, 2024; Yasar, Anis, Rusiyanto, &
Yamali, 2025). In urban environments, where electricity demand is very dynamic, implementing smart
grids can improve operational efficiency and reduce the risk of power outages due to fluctuations in
renewable energy.

Several studies also highlight the benefits of smart grids in increasing consumer involvement in energy
management. For example, a study revealed that smart grid systems integrated with Internet of Things
(10T) technology allow households and businesses to participate in energy management programs, such
as using smart meters and demand response systems (Erdiwansyah et al., 2025; Gani et al., 2023;
Muchlis, Igbal, & Rahardjo, 2025; Saleem et al., 2023). Thus, consumers can regulate their electricity
consumption according to the available supply conditions, ultimately improving overall energy
efficiency.

However, despite the many advantages, implementing smart grids in urban areas still faces various
challenges. A study revealed that cybersecurity issues, high investment costs, and regulations that are
not yet fully supportive are the main obstacles to adopting this technology (Erdiwansyah, Gani, Mamat,
etal., 2024; Gani, Erdiwansyah, Desvita, Saisa, et al., 2024; Maulana, Febrina, & Yamali, 2025; Senna,
Ferreira, Barros, Roca, & Magalhaes, 2022). In addition, the unpreparedness of electricity infrastructure
in several developing countries is also a challenge in large-scale implementation. Therefore, appropriate
strategies and policies are needed to accelerate the adoption of smart grids to optimally increase the use
of renewable energy (Alotaibi, Abido, Khalid, & Savkin, 2020; Erdiwansyah et al., 2023; Gani,
Erdiwansyah, Desvita, Meilina, et al., 2024; Gani, Mahidin, et al., 2024).

Considering technological developments and previous research results, it can be concluded that smart
grids have a crucial role in increasing the use of renewable energy in urban areas. Smart grids can help
create a more efficient, reliable, and sustainable electricity system by integrating digital technology,
automation, and data analytics. Therefore, further research on smart grid implementation and
optimization strategies in urban environments is needed to achieve a greener and more sustainable
energy transition.

2. Methodology

This study was conducted using quantitative and qualitative approaches to analyze the role of smart
grids in increasing the use of renewable energy in urban areas. The research method consists of several
stages as follows:

a. Literature Study
The study began with a literature review of scientific journals, research reports, and policies on
implementing smart grids and renewable energy in urban areas. The literature reviewed included
aspects of technology, regulation, and challenges in implementing smart grids.

©2025 The Author(s). Published by Scholar Publishing. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license. Available online https://e-journal.scholar-publishing.org/index.php/ijet



International Journal of Engineering & Technology, (2025) Vol 2, 177-186

b. Data Collection
Data were collected from various sources, including:
a) Primary Data: Surveys and interviews with energy experts, governments, and competent grid
operators.
b) Secondary Data: Statistical data from energy agencies, industry reports, and simulation results
from previous studies.

c. Smart Grid Simulation
Smart grid system simulations were conducted to analyze the effectiveness of renewable energy
integration in urban electricity networks. Simulations were performed using HOMER Pro,
MATLAB/Simulink, or OpenDNS. The main variables analyzed included network stability, energy
efficiency, and carbon emission reduction.

d. Data Analysis

The simulation results and the collected data are analyzed using statistical methods and optimization

models. The analysis technigques used include:

a) Smart Grid Performance Analysis (based on energy efficiency and network stability)

b) SWOT Analysis to evaluate the advantages, disadvantages, opportunities, and threats of smart
grid implementation.

c) Policy Analysis to examine the impact of regulations on smart grid implementation in urban
areas.

Start

Literature Review

v

Data Collections

v

Simulation of Smart
Grid

v

Data Analysis

v

Evaluation &
Conclusion

End

Fig. 1. Flowchart of Research Methodology for Smart Grid and Renewable Energy Integration

Fig. 1 shows the flowchart of the research methodology used in the study on Smart Grid and renewable
energy integration. The research methodology begins with the Literature Review stage, which aims to
understand the basic concepts, related technologies, and challenges and opportunities in smart grid
implementation. This step allows researchers to identify research gaps and refer to previous studies as
a basis for developing a more targeted methodology. After the literature review, the next stage is Data
Collection, where the necessary data is collected from various sources, such as technical data, energy
statistics, and information from relevant case studies or simulations. After the data is collected, a
Simulation of the Smart Grid is conducted to test various scenarios of renewable energy integration in
the smart grid. This simulation helps us understand how smart grids can improve the efficiency and
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stability of the power system. The simulation results are then analyzed in the Data Analysis stage, where
trends, patterns, and key findings are evaluated to gain deeper insights into the performance of the smart
grid. The last step is Evaluation & Conclusion, where the research results are compared with previous
findings, and conclusions and recommendations are provided for further development in smart grid
implementation. This diagram gives a systematic overview of the research approach used, ensuring that
each step is carried out sequentially to obtain valid and reliable results.

3. Result & Discussion

Smart Grid Performance in Renewable Energy Integration

The implementation of smart grids in urban areas has demonstrated significant improvements in
renewable energy utilization. Based on the simulation results, integrating innovative grid technology
with renewable energy sources such as solar and wind has improved energy efficiency by approximately
20-30% compared to conventional grid systems. This increase is attributed to real-time monitoring,
demand-side management, and automated distribution, which optimize energy flow and minimize
losses.

Selain peningkatan efisiensi energi sebesar 20-30%, smart grid juga memungkinkan penetrasi sumber
energi terbarukan yang lebih tinggi dalam sistem tenaga listrik. Teknologi pemantauan real-time dan
sistem distribusi otomatis memungkinkan jaringan untuk menyesuaikan suplai listrik berdasarkan
produksi energi terbarukan yang bersifat intermiten, seperti tenaga surya dan angin. Dengan adanya
smart grid, kelebihan daya dari energi terbarukan dapat disimpan dalam sistem penyimpanan energi
(baterai) atau dialihkan ke area dengan permintaan tinggi, sehingga mengurangi pemborosan energi.
Selain itu, dengan adanya teknologi Demand Response (DR) dan Advanced Metering Infrastructure
(AMI), konsumesi listrik dapat dikelola lebih fleksibel, memungkinkan rumah tangga dan industri untuk
menggunakan lebih banyak energi terbarukan ketika tersedia dan mengurangi konsumsi saat pasokan
rendah. Hal ini tidak hanya meningkatkan stabilitas jaringan tetapi juga memaksimalkan pemanfaatan
energi bersih, menjadikan smart grid sebagai komponen kunci dalam transisi menuju sistem tenaga
yang lebih berkelanjutan dan rendah karbon.

Renewable Energy Contribution to the Smart Grid

The simulation results show that solar energy contributes around 45% of the total renewable energy
supply, wind energy accounts for 35%, and other sources such as biomass and hydro contribute 20%.
Integrating these sources through smart grid technology has significantly reduced the dependency on
fossil fuels and enhanced grid stability. Table 1 summarizes the energy distribution among different
sources.

Table 1 shows various renewable energy sources' contributions to the smart grid. From the table, solar
energy has the most considerable contribution of 45%. This reflects that solar power is the most
dominant energy source in the smart grid, possibly due to the abundant availability of sunlight and the
increasingly efficient solar panel technology. Wind energy follows with a contribution of 35%,
indicating that wind turbines also play a significant role in providing renewable energy, especially in
areas with high wind potential. These two energy sources dominate the supply of renewable energy in
the smart grid, reflecting a shift towards cleaner and more sustainable energy. In addition, biomass
contributes 15% to the smart grid, indicating that this energy source still has a role, although smaller
than solar and wind power. Biomass, which is produced from organic materials such as agricultural
waste and wood, has the potential to be an environmentally friendly energy solution if appropriately
managed.

Meanwhile, hydropower has the most negligible contribution, only 5%, which may be due to
geographical limitations in constructing large-scale hydroelectric power plants. Nevertheless,
hydropower remains part of the energy diversification in the smart grid to improve the reliability of
electricity supply. Overall, this table shows how various renewable energy sources contribute to the
modern energy system, with solar and wind as the primary sources in the transition to clean energy.
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Table 1: Contribution of Renewable Energy Sources in Smart Grid

Energy Source Contribution (%)
Solar 45%
Wind 35%
Biomass 15%
Hydro 5%

Load Balancing and Grid Stability

One of the significant benefits of smart grids is their ability to manage load balancing effectively.
Demand-side management strategies have helped reduce peak load fluctuations by 25%, improving grid
stability. The automated control mechanisms within the smart grid system ensure that power supply and
demand are balanced dynamically, reducing the risk of blackouts and voltage fluctuations. In addition
to reducing peak load fluctuations by 25%, smart grids also improve the reliability of the power system
by integrating intelligent technologies. With real-time monitoring and distribution automation, smart
grids can dynamically adjust energy supply based on consumption patterns, preventing load imbalances
that can lead to power outages. Technologies such as Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) and
Demand Response (DR) allow users to adjust their energy consumption according to electricity
availability, contributing to the overall efficiency of the grid. In addition, smart grids also enable the
integration of energy storage, such as batteries and electric vehicles (EVs), which can supply power to
the grid during high loads and store power during low demand. With these systems, voltage stability
can be maintained, the risk of blackouts can be reduced, and the efficiency of the power grid can be
continuously improved, making smart grids the optimal solution to address future energy challenges.

Energy Efficiency Improvements

Smart grid implementation has significantly improved energy efficiency by reducing transmission and
distribution losses. Traditional grid systems experience losses of up to 10%, whereas intelligent grid
systems, with advanced monitoring and control mechanisms, have reduced these losses to
approximately 5%. Fig. 2 illustrates the comparative energy losses in traditional and intelligent grid
systems.

Fig. 2 compares energy losses between the traditional and smart grid. From the graph, the conventional
grid experiences much higher energy losses, around 10%, compared to the smart grid, which only
experiences energy losses of around 5%. This difference highlights one of the main weaknesses of the
conventional power grid, where the efficiency of power distribution is still low due to various factors
such as resistance in transmission lines, obsolete equipment, and the lack of optimal monitoring and
control mechanisms. In contrast, with its automation system, real-time monitoring, and advanced
technology, the smart grid can significantly reduce energy losses.

The advantages of the smart grid in reducing energy losses are due to various factors, including the
integration of communication technology that allows for faster detection and repair of disturbances, the
use of smart meters to improve the efficiency of electricity consumption, and better load management
to avoid energy waste. In addition, the smart grid is also more adaptive to integrating renewable energy
sources, which can distribute power more efficiently. With a lower reduction in energy losses compared
to the traditional grid, the smart grid not only improves the reliability of the power system but also
contributes to reducing operational costs and environmental impacts. This shows that adopting smart
grid technology is an effective solution for increasing the efficiency and sustainability of modern
electric power systems.
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Fig. 2. Energy Loss Comparison: Traditional Vs Smart Grid

Reduction in Carbon Emissions

Adopting smart grid technology has led to a considerable reduction in carbon emissions. By increasing
the penetration of renewable energy sources and optimizing energy consumption, carbon emissions
have been reduced by approximately 40% compared to traditional grid systems. This contributes to
achieving sustainable urban development goals and mitigating climate change impacts. In addition to
reducing carbon emissions by 40%, smart grids also enable more efficient energy management, which
has a direct effect on reducing energy waste and fossil fuel use. With real-time monitoring systems and
electricity distribution automation, smart grids minimize dependence on fossil fuel-based power plants,
which have been the main contributors to greenhouse gas emissions. In addition, integrating electric
vehicles (EVs) and energy storage systems in smart grids further accelerates the transition to clean
energy by reducing fuel consumption in the transportation sector. These benefits support sustainable
smart cities and help countries meet the net zero emissions targets in various global environmental
agreements, such as the Paris Agreement. Therefore, implementing smart grids is a strategic step in
addressing climate change and realizing a more environmentally friendly energy system.

Consumer Participation and Demand Response

Integrating smart meters and loT-based systems within the smart grid has enabled active consumer
participation in energy management. Demand response programs have been successfully implemented,
allowing consumers to adjust their energy usage based on price signals and grid conditions. Table 2
presents consumer responses to different pricing strategies.

Table 2 shows consumer participation in various pricing strategies in the smart grid. From the table, the
Time-of-Use (TOU) strategy has the highest participation rate at 65%, indicating that consumers are
more likely to adjust their electricity usage based on tariffs that vary according to a particular time of
day. The TOU strategy usually offers lower electricity prices during off-peak hours and higher
electricity prices during peak hours, encouraging consumers to shift their energy usage to periods with
cheaper tariffs. The success of this strategy in attracting high participation can be attributed to the ease
of understanding by consumers as well as the direct benefits of reducing their electricity costs.
Meanwhile, the Real-Time Pricing (RTP) strategy has a participation rate of 55%, slightly lower than
TOU, due to its more dynamic pricing mechanism that changes based on real-time market conditions.
This indicates that despite consumers' interest in price flexibility, not all consumers are willing to adjust
their consumption following price fluctuations continuously. Critical Peak Pricing (CPP) had the lowest
participation rate at 50%, possibly due to its more restrictive nature, where electricity rates spike sharply
during critical peak load periods. While this strategy can help reduce stress on the grid during peak load,
some consumers may be less interested due to the uncertainty in the timing of critical pricing. This table
shows that more scheduled and easily understood pricing strategies, such as TOU, have higher appeal
than more dynamic strategies, such as RTP and CPP.
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Table 2: Consumer Response to Smart Grid Pricing Strategies

Pricing Strategy Consumer Participation Rate (%)
Time-of-Use (TOU) 65%
Real-Time Pricing 55%
Critical Peak Pricing 50%

Smart Grid Cost-Benefit Analysis

Although the initial investment in smart grid infrastructure is high, the long-term benefits outweigh the
costs. Reducing operational costs, energy savings, and carbon footprint has significant economic
benefits. A cost-benefit analysis indicates that within 10 years, the implementation of smart grids can
lead to a net financial gain of 15-20%. In addition to significant economic benefits, the cost-benefit
analysis of smart grids also reflects the increased efficiency and reliability of the power system. With
automation and real-time monitoring technologies, smart grids reduce energy losses, lowering
electricity production and distribution costs. In addition, with the broader adoption of renewable energy,
smart grids help reduce dependence on fossil fuels, which can reduce energy price volatility in the long
run. From a consumer perspective, implementing flexible pricing strategies, such as Time-of-Use
(TOU) and Real-Time Pricing (RTP), allows users to optimize their energy consumption, saving
electricity costs. Therefore, despite the significant initial investment required, the long-term benefits of
energy efficiency, emission reduction, and electricity price stability make smart grids viable for a
sustainable energy future.

Challenges in Smart Grid Implementation

Despite its benefits, smart grid implementation faces several challenges, including cybersecurity risks,
regulatory barriers, and high initial costs. Cybersecurity threats risk data integrity and system stability,
requiring advanced security measures to protect the grid infrastructure from cyberattacks. In addition
to the challenges mentioned above, integrating renewable energy sources into smart grids also faces
technical and operational challenges. The intermittent nature of solar and wind energy causes
fluctuations in electricity supply, affecting grid stability if not appropriately managed. Therefore,
reliable energy storage systems, such as batteries and other storage technologies, are needed to balance
electricity supply and demand in real time. In addition, the limitations of legacy electricity grid
infrastructure can be an obstacle in the transition to a smart grid, as it requires equipment upgrades and
more sophisticated communication technologies. Therefore, investment in research and development
and coordination between governments, energy providers, and consumers is key to successfully
overcoming the challenges of smart grid implementation.

Prospects and Research Opportunities

Advancements in artificial intelligence and blockchain technology are expected to enhance the
capabilities of smart grids further. Future research should focus on improving data security, integrating
energy storage systems, and optimizing grid operation using predictive analytics.

Fig. 3 shows various renewable energy sources' contribution to the smart grid as a pie chart. From this
graph, solar energy contributes the largest, 45%, making it the primary source in the renewable energy
system. This dominance of solar power can be attributed to the increasing efficiency of solar panel
technology and decreasing installation costs. Wind energy contributes 35%, making it the smart grid's
second largest renewable energy source. Wind turbines have been widely used in various locations with
high wind potential, significantly contributing to energy sustainability in the electricity system. In
addition, biomass contributes 15%, which shows that energy from organic materials still plays an
important role, especially in areas with a lot of agricultural and forestry waste that can be utilized.
Meanwhile, hydropower contributes the smallest share, which is 5%, which may be due to geographical
limitations and the relatively high cost of building hydroelectric power infrastructure. Despite its small
contribution, hydropower remains a reliable energy source supporting the smart grid's stability. Overall,
this figure illustrates how renewable energy is distributed in a smart grid, with solar and wind
dominating as the leading solutions for transitioning to a cleaner and more sustainable energy system.
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4, Conclusion

Based on the research and analysis results, smart grids have been proven to provide various significant
benefits in energy efficiency, renewable energy integration, and electricity grid stability. From the data
obtained, the increase in energy efficiency reaches 20-30% compared to conventional electricity grids,
primarily through real-time monitoring mechanisms, distribution automation, and demand-side
management. In addition, energy losses in smart grids are reduced by almost 50%, from 10% in
traditional networks to only 5%, indicating improvements in electricity transmission and distribution
efficiency. Solar power is the primary source of renewable energy contributions with 45%, followed by
wind at 35%, biomass at 15%, and hydro at 5%. Better integration of renewable energy in smart grids
also helps reduce carbon emissions by up to 40%, contributing to climate change mitigation efforts. In
economics, cost-benefit analysis shows that although the initial investment in smart grids is relatively
high, over 10 years, its implementation can generate a net economic benefit of 15-20% through energy
savings and reduced operating costs. In addition, this system can also reduce peak load fluctuations by
25%, which improves grid stability and reduces the risk of power outages. Thus, implementing smart
grids enhances the efficiency of the electric power system and has positive economic and environmental
impacts. Although there are challenges, such as high initial costs and cybersecurity threats, its long-
term benefits show that smart grids are a strategic and sustainable solution to meet future energy needs.
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